
Acts 2:38
I. Acts 2:38 - O.T. Background:

A. As the time of Christ neared, all Israel was in great anticipation for God to do something magnificent in the near future.

1. They knew it was time for the prophecies of Daniel, etc., to be fulfilled, and they knew they were in the days of the 4th kingdom.

2. False messiahs began popping out of the woodwork, and they gained a following because people thought it was time for Him to come.

B. But there were other expectations as well (some of which we’ve already reviewed).

1. Isa. 32:1-2, 11-18 - It was going to be the time when God would restore His people.

a) Their “King of Righteousness” would reign, v. 1.

b) The “barren wasteland” of exile in which they were living would be turned into “streams of water in a dry country.”

c) They would be in that wasteland for a long while, v. 11, but all would change when the Spirit would be “poured out from on high.” (v. 15)

(1) The wasteland would become a fertile field, and a field would become a lush forest - this “flood of the Spirit” would give spiritual life everywhere.

(2) Justice, righteousness, quietness, and confidence would be the order of the day; God’s people would have a “peaceful habitation.”

d) So the kingdom would begin when the Spirit of God was poured out, and in that day they would be free from their enemies, and see true justice and righteousness.

2. Isa. 44:1-5 - Israel would belong to God again.

a) Notice the “flood of the Spirit” language again.  Again, it is compared to water being poured out over dry, parched land.

b) But the key here is that they would truly belong to God again.  

(1) He had not reinhabited the temple when Zerubbabel had rebuilt it - Israel had felt cut off, and alone for a long time (not totally without God, but somewhat).

(2) But this describes a time when all would know they were Jehovah’s people, and it would be something to be proud of...they’d be blessed and honored.

3. Ezk. 37:11-14 - This is the Valley of Dry Bones chapter.  Ezekiel, by God’s power, commanded a valley full of skeletons to live, and they did.

a) God compared that valley of bones to Israel - they were a bunch of spiritual corpses, but God would make them live.

b) They would know God had done it when He put His Spirit within them.

4. Joel 2:28-32 - This outpouring of God’s Spirit would be accompanied by miracles, but more importantly, by the salvation of those who called on God’s name.

a) Notice v. 31 - this is the prophetic language of judgment. (c.f. Isa. 13:10, Babylon; Isa. 34:4, All Nations; Joel 2:10, Day of the Lord; Mt. 24:29, Jerusalem.)

b) Pentecost would certainly be a day of salvation, but it would also be a day of judgment for those who did not believe in Jesus.

II. Acts 2:38 - Baptismal Background:

A. As we’ve mentioned in earlier classes, it is based on several of the above passages that the Jews began baptizing themselves (even before John the Baptist).

1. They wanted to be ready for the Spirit’s coming and for the kingdom.

2. That is why John’s baptism was, on the one hand, not novel - everyone was being baptized...it was just that John’s baptism pointed to purification of their own sins.

B. Keep in mind that this Pentecost was only 31/2 to 41/2 years removed from some very important baptismal events.

1. John baptized thousands upon thousands of people, immersing them with a baptism “of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.”

2. Jesus was baptized, and the voice and the dove came out of heaven saying, “You are My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.”

3. Jesus baptized more disciples than John - John 4:1.

a) We have reason to believe that this baptism did not stop in Jesus’ early ministry, but continued up to His death, and perhaps after His resurrection.

4. Water baptism, including John’s Baptism, was still coming up in conversations during Jesus’ final week - Mt. 21:23-27.

5. Remember that both Jesus and John had been preaching: “Repent! For the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” (Mt. 3:2; 4:17)

C. Also, this Pentecost was only 7-10 days removed from the Great Commission: Mt. 28:18-20 and Mk. 16:16.

1. We have already shown that the baptism mentioned in these passages is water baptism: 1) It was administered by men, not God; 2) Men could decide to do it, it was not ‘randomly’ poured out on them by God (i.e. Pentecost in Acts 2; Cornelius).

2. And so what we’ll see in Acts 2:38 is nothing more than Peter and the rest of the apostles fulfilling the instructions of Jesus in the Great Commission.

D. Many, many people had been baptized in preparation for coming of the kingdom and the Spirit, and the apostles would have connected baptism and the Spirit’s coming, too.

E. We’ll make a bigger point of this later, but we need to see that when “baptism” was mentioned in conjunction with Jesus, EVERYONE thought water baptism.  That was what both Jesus and John the Baptist were known for.

III. Background of Peter’s Sermon:

A. Acts 2:1-4, 14-21 - A sound of a natural disaster filled Jerusalem, and everyone rushed out of their houses to see what was going on.

1. When they got out, they saw these 12 men speaking in languages they should not have been able to speak, and prophesying of the “wonderful works of God.”

2. It was clear that something supernatural was going on.

3. Peter immediately connected all of this with Joel’s prophecy - all of these people knew very well that the coming of the Spirit would come with miracles.

a) I’m sure many perked up at this and became very excited - were they truly witnessing the inauguration of the Kingdom?  The coming of the Spirit?!!

b) Was this the day they would meet their king?  Was this the day of salvation?

B. Acts 2:22 - Peter begins the sermon by reminding the people what kind of a person Jesus was - a Man God had borne witness to though miracles, wonders, and signs.

1. Jesus had essentially begun what His followers would continue to do - He had worked miracles, wonders and signs by the Holy Spirit’s power.

a) Peter doesn’t say it in so many words, but this is like what Jesus said in Mt. 12:24ff - Satan wouldn’t hurt himself, so Jesus must have been from God. 

b) Jesus did things that only God could have allowed Him to do - no one could imitate raising the dead or making a man born blind to see. (c.f. John 11:47)

c) At worst, Jesus was a man who had done much good that they had killed; at best, He was a prophet, or even the Son, of God.

2. All of a sudden any excitement the folks were feeling vanished - they knew that if Peter was correct, they had killed an innocent man, and perhaps their king!  

C. Acts 2:23 - They had not just killed Jesus...they had killed Him by the hands of “godless” men - this is a reference to the Romans.

1. It was bad enough to kill a Man who had done nothing wrong, but to ally with godless Gentiles to do it was unconscionable.  

a) These were the very gentiles they purified themselves from on a daily basis.

b) Pilate was the enemy, who had mingled the blood of Jews with God’s sacrifices. He had slaughtered thousands of their countrymen.

c) Rome was the empire that the Messiah was supposedly coming to defeat.

2. But look at the way the Jews had behaved in order to get Jesus crucified.

a) Lk. 23:2 - They complained that Jesus supposedly forbade paying taxes to Caesar.

b) John 19:15 - They told Pilate, “We have no king but Caesar.”

c) Not all of the Jews shouted those things in particular, but everyone was aware upon what pretext Jesus had been killed.

D. Peter then showed them from the Scriptures that Jesus’ death and resurrection had been foretold in the OT. (We won’t go into that, but he proved Jesus was/is the Christ).

E. Acts 2:32-36 - Though they had killed Jesus, God had raised Him up, and had given Him the promise of the Holy Spirit.

1. This promise is summed up in Jesus’ exaltation to the right hand of the Father.

2. He was the King of Isa. 32:1; He is the one to whom Israel was supposed to belong, Isa. 44:5; He was the Giver of the Spirit.

3. And it was this very Jesus whom they had crucified that had sent this measure of the Spirit over the apostles, and the rushing wind, etc.

a) The kingdom was starting, the Spirit was being given, and these Jews had rebelled against, and killed the very one who was doing all of this!

b) They were missing the kingdom, and worse, they may well have done something so vile and terrible that they would never be invited into it!

IV. Acts 2:37-39 - The people immediately cried out “Men and brethren, what shall we do!”

A. Can you imagine the fear, sadness, and terror in their voices?  

1. I don’t think they imagined that Peter would answer as he did.

2. Usually words like Acts 2:19 were reserved for God’s wrath and judgment, and as Peter began speaking I imagine they expected him to predict their doom.

B. But Peter responded with a message of hope - if they would repent, and wash themselves with water (c.f. OT verses), they would be 1) Saved; and 2) Receive the gift of the Spirit.

1. Remission of sins - they would be forgiven for crucifying their Lord and King.  

2. Gift of the Holy Spirit - (This was likely the more impressive of the two promises to these Jews...forgiveness was one thing, but had they lost a spot in the kingdom?).

a) People wonder what this is - spiritual gifts? indwelling of the Spirit? baptism of the Holy Spirit? etc.

b) But when we look at the OT prophets, it really refers to a place in the kingdom where all of the above would take place.

(1) This would not mean that everyone in the kingdom would receive spiritual gifts, or Holy Spirit baptism.

(2) But it would mean that everyone in the kingdom would dwell in the presence of the Holy Spirit, and be blessed by Him (c.f. Gal. 5:22f; Eph. 1:13f). 

