The Conversions of Acts 8
Introduction:
I) In Acts 1:8 we see Jesus giving the Great Commission, and telling His apostles how they are to spread the gospel – first in Jerusalem, then Judea and Samaria, then the uttermost parts of the earth.

A) And as we see them fulfill this, as they hit every stage in this process there is a conversion account in Acts, where the Great Commission is fulfilled, and where baptism is practiced.

B) Acts 2 – Jerusalem, baptism is v. 38; Acts 8 – Samaria receives the gospel, baptism is v. 12, the Ethiopian’s conversion foreshadows the “uttermost parts of the earth,” even though he was a practicing Jew; Acts 10 – gentiles are taught, baptism is v. 47-48.

C) So Acts 8 is a very important chapter in seeing how the gospel spread, and it is a very rich chapter dealing with baptism.

II) Today, though, I want to ask and answer a simple question: “Who Needs Bible Baptism?”
A) In this chapter we see the conversion of two men, and they couldn’t be more different from each other.

B) However, both men needed baptism equally, and the Lord accepted both men upon seeing them baptized into Christ.

C) We’ve talked a lot about baptism this week, and in this chapter we’ll begin seeing some of the principles we’ve laid out about baptism at work.

Body:
I) The Ethiopian Eunuch – we’ll start at the end and work back to the beginning.

A) Acts 8:26 – Philip is told by an angel to leave Samaria and go to a “desert road.”  No reason is given – he is just told to go.
B) Acts 8:27-28 – Upon arriving, he encounters an Ethiopian official.  We learn a great deal about this man in these verses.

1) He was an extremely religious man.

(a) Think of the distance he’d traveled – Ethiopia to Jerusalem = 1500 miles!  

(b) He’d traveled all that way to worship, but as a eunuch, he could not enter the sanctuary of God (Deut. 23:1).  He was so devoted he went anyway.

(c) Having a scroll cost money – often 1000s of dollars, and he was still reading and worshiping after leaving the city.

2) He was a trustworthy man – a man of high rank, in charge of a lot of money.

C) Acts 8:29-35 – As Philip approached, he heard him reading Isaiah (always done aloud), and God told him to get in the chariot with the man.

1) Philip asked if the man understood the reading, and the man responded that he did not, and needed guidance.

(a) This man was not afraid to study what he did not understand (he would have kept studying without help), and he was not ashamed to ask for help.

2) There couldn’t have been a better passage for the eunuch to be reading than Isa. 53 – this is the passage that most vividly describes Jesus’ crucifixion.  

(a) The eunuch wanted to know who this passage talked about, so Philip could tell him all about Jesus’ life, ministry, and death.

(b) Isa. 53:3 (Jesus’ rejection before death), 4 (His miracles, Mt. 8:17), 7 (He gave Himself for us), 9 (His burial), 12 (He bore our sins, resurrection).

3) But Philip didn’t stop with Isaiah 53 – v. 36 tells us Philip also taught him about the need for baptism…WHY?
(a) We can understand the need for it in the case of those on Pentecost – some of them had taken part in the crucifixion, and others had agreed with it. We understand it for the tax collectors and soldiers John preached to.
(b) However, this man was far away when that happened, and we really don’t know just how much he had even heard of Jesus all the way in Africa.

(c) The reason:
(i) It starts with John’s baptism – it teaches us it doesn’t matter how good we are, we pale in comparison to Jesus (Lk. 3:7-8). Jesus’ baptism confirms this…He was God’s beloved, well pleasing Son.

(ii) The Great Commission teaches us that baptism is how we submit to our King, how we are made disciples of His, and how we are unified with all of our brethren through it – this man needed all of that.

(iii) And baptism is how we receive the Spirit (Acts 2:38) – restoration to God; belonging to Him; spiritual life; and salvation are all wrapped up in baptism.

(d) This man was reading the scriptures so diligently because he was searching for precisely these things…he understood baptism was how to get them.

D) So, who needs baptism? A devout, faithful man who desired to submit to Jesus, to be His disciple, and to be united with the faithful; and who desired the Spirit.

1) Cool point: Isa. 56:3-5 – here was a man who kept the Law of God, and was given a name better than a son or daughter of God…an everlasting name.

II) Simon the Sorcerer – Philip had left Jerusalem due to the persecution, and had converted many in Samaria – Simon was just one of 1000s he converted.

A) Acts 8:5-12 – Simon was a wicked man – totally opposite from the eunuch:

1) He practiced magic in the city (at best deceitful tricks; at worst the occult, which is what it most likely was).  He claimed to have divine connections.

2) He deceived people into thinking he was the Great Power of God.  He was nothing more than a lying, deceiving televangelist is today.

3) He got people’s hopes up for cures or for communication with God or with the departed, and then took their money through his empty tricks.

4) This man was so wicked, one might ask why God wanted him…but He did!

B) Acts 8:13 – Simon obeyed the gospel in exactly the same way the eunuch did, and just like Jesus commanded in Mt. 28 and Mk. 16.

1) Note that he did exactly what the other Samaritans did, too (v. 12), so to say that he just “appeared” to believe casts in doubt the salvation of the others.

2) He also “continued on with Philip.”  This is parallel to the disciples in Acts 2:42 who were “continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ doctrine.”

C) So who does God want? Who needs bible baptism? 

1) Even the most wicked, vile man. There could not be a greater contrast between two men…God saved them both!

2) Simon also needed to submit to Jesus, be His disciple, and be unified with the saints; he needed the Spirit – and upon being baptized, he got ALL of this!

D) So who needs Bible baptism? – YOU DO. Whoever you are, whatever you’ve done.

III) In the verses that follow, we learn something important about baptism – its effects are permanent in the sense that we need it only once. Its influence has a lasting effect on our lives. Our relationship to God changes once we have submitted to it.
A) Acts 8:14-24 – As genuine as his salvation was, however, he soon found himself back in sin.

1) Peter and John came to Samaria to impart spiritual gifts to those who had believed, and they did so by laying their hands on them.

2) When Simon saw that the apostles’ touch could impart a power to people greater than he’d ever seen, he offered to pay them to give him that ability.

(a) Even though he was saved, it took a while for his attitude to change.

(b) He had been accustomed to the praise and adulation from the people; he was used to being in charge – being the one with the power.

(c) And he tried to buy that off of God!  He was trying to use God’s power to fuel his pride, arrogance, and popularity.

3) Peter let him know very quickly that he had sinned, and he let him know that the consequences of that sin were placing his soul in jeopardy.  

(a) Verse 20 – Peter told him he would “perish” because of his sin.

(b) Verse 21 – He was told his “heart was not right with God.”

(c) Verse 22 – He was told he was “wicked,” and needed “forgiveness.”

(d) Verse 23 – He was in “the gall of bitterness and the bondage of iniquity.”

(e) He had been saved in baptism, but w/o repentance here, he could lose that!

4) However, Peter gave him the solution – prayer (v. 22) – NOT re-baptism.  Peter prayed with him and he was restored to faithfulness again.

(a) Why is this? Because his relationship with Jesus had changed. He was now a servant of the King; he now had the Holy Spirit in his life.

(b) He now had an Advocate – 1 Jn. 1:8-2:1. We have the same option available to us.
B) This shows us the lasting effect of baptism on our lives. After baptism, our lives, and our relationship with Christ is not the same as before…it is better.
1) Many of the steps to salvation clearly continue with us through our lives: we must always believe, always confess Jesus, continually repent…but baptism affects us daily also, even though it is a one-time event.
2) Rom. 6:1-7 – Once we have submitted to baptism, we have a responsibility to live differently than before. To live like people alive from the dead.

(a) Every day we live we need to realize we are resurrected people – people of the Spirit – who cannot return to our former manner of life.

(b) And if we do, temporarily fall short, we can repent like Simon – but baptism is the point at which willful, blatant sinning must end.
3) Col. 2:11-13 – Again, baptism is described as our resurrection to new life. 3:1-9 – If we are resurrected people, our lives must change.
4) Our new lives need to look like Gal. 2:20.

5) Basically, we’ve come full circle – we’re back to John’s simple message: “bear fruits in keeping with repentance!”

IV) Lessons from the conversions of the Eunuch and Simon:

A) Both good, devout people, and evil, vile people need baptism. It is not for one type or the other!
B) Baptism may be a one-time event, but it is something that continues to impact our lives forever…it is the point that resurrection to new life happens.
