Are You Circumcised of Heart?
Words or names change in how they are used or what they mean over time. 
(1) In New York a soft drink is simply called a soda. Out west it is called pop. In middle Tennessee any soft drink is called coke. 
(2) In our teenage class we were studying in the book of Genesis where the man “Nimrod” is mentioned. Even today, no one wants to be called or considered a “Nimrod”. When you read in Genesis, Nimrod was a mighty hunter who must have been influential and smart, having built great cities like Babel and Nineveh. I did a bit research on how “Nimrod” became a derogatory term. According to Wikipedia, 
“In modern American English, the term is often used sarcastically to mean a dimwitted or a stupid person, a usage first recorded in 1932 and popularized by the Looney Tunes cartoon characters Bugs Bunny and Daffy Duck, who both sarcastically refer to the hunter Elmer Fudd as "nimrod", as an ironic connection between "mighty hunter" and "poor little Nimrod", i.e. Fudd.” 
(3) Circumcision is a term that changed in its meaning and use over time. Circumcision is introduced for the first time as a sign between Abraham and God in Genesis 17:9-14. This physical circumcision was to take place for Hebrews boys on the eighth day of their life (Leviticus 12:3); a physical sign of the old covenant that the Israelites were sanctified and set apart to serve God. Now circumcision refers to something much more important. 

We will let the Bible define this use of the term “circumcision” or “circumcised”: Jeremiah 9:26; Romans 2:25-29, 1 Corinthians  7:19, Galatians 5:6, 6:15-17, Philippians 3:3, Colossians 2:11-14, 3:9-11. 
What would be characteristics of one with a circumcised heart?

1. Sincere and honest about themselves (1 Timothy 1:12-15) – Paul said he was the chief sinner
2. Seek the Lord first (Acts 5:27-32, 17:11) – We ought to obey God rather than man
3. Humbles themselves to God’s Word (Hebrews 4:12-13) – The Word of God is referred in some fashion 222 times in the NKJV!
4. Humble and contrite when they fall to sin (Luke 18:13-17) – The humility of a Child can really touch your heart.
5. Puts the needs of others before their own (Romans 12:10, 2 Corinthians 8:1-5) – Paul uses the example of the Macedonians of the property heart and attitude they are to have towards providing for the needs of others.
6. Shine the light of Jesus wherever they may be (Acts 18:24-26, Romans 16:3-5, 1 Corinthians 16:19) – Priscilla and Aquila are an example of a Christian couple shining the Light of Jesus! I am proud to say that I believe we have quite a few Priscillas and Aquilas in the Oak Ridge church of Christ! 
Now the most important question; Is your heart circumcised this morning? 

If you are a Christian, maybe you need to do a better job of the things we have studied?

If you are not a disciple of Jesus today you need to:

· Give your heart to God (Romans 10:10)

· Put on Christ in baptism to cleanse your heart (Hebrews 10:22, 1 Peter 3:21) 

· Maintain your heart for the Lord so you do not lose your reward (Matthew 5:8, 15:8, Acts 8:21)

If we can help you now, please come forward as we stand and sing!

