Why Does Jesus Want Us to Be Like Little Children?
Introduction: Mark 10:13-15; 1 John 3:1
Jesus wants us to be like little children:

1. To be innocent and pure – Not like world; children are innocent and pure. Children have the beautiful qualities of being honest. They are sometimes brutally honest. They sometimes say the truth when adults are reluctant to do so. I had my annual review for work recently. My boss said something in passing that really hit home. He said I was most honest person that he knows. In this world, disciples of Jesus should shine simply because we are honest and striving to be pure in thought and deed like children (Ephesians 5:8, 1 John 3:18; Philippians 2:14-15). 
2. To want to please/quick to forgive – Children, when wrong, desire you to forgive them! How many times, when my kids had messed up, they would seek our forgiveness in tears. They did not want their parents to be disappointed in them. Then on the flip side children are also quick to forgive. That is the way God wants His children to be; wanting to please Him, seeking His forgiveness, and quickly forgiving others (Matthew 21:15-16, 1 John 2:12; Matthew 18:22, Luke 23:34). 

3. To have genuine hearts – Kids have hearts that want to give and share (Home videos, natural excitement, on birthdays, giving to others, kids sometimes shaking in excitement for someone else receiving and opening a present). They also have hearts with natural concern; thinking of others and caring (Morris, rescuing cats from trees and barns). These sharing and caring hearts are what God desires of all His children (Acts 4:32-37, 20:35, 1 Timothy 6:17-19).
4. To be naturally happy – My sister, cousin, and I have been gathering family photos for a digital picture frame for my mom to help trigger memories and help with her dementia. It is striking that in every single picture that my sister appears in; she has this giant genuine beautiful smile! And she and I went through some very hard times growing up. Even in tough times, children are naturally happy! One of the most uplifting parts of our coming together as a spiritual family is seeing the natural happiness and joy in our children here. Jesus was happy and He wants His children to be happy. “I have told you this to make you as completely happy as I am” (John 15:11); “that you be completely happy”; John 16:24, CEV). Happiness for Gods disciples is referred to throughout the Bible (James 1:2-3, Isaiah 61:10-11, Proverbs 16:20, Romans 14:17, 1 Peter 1:8-9)! Children are naturally happy and disciples of Jesus should be naturally happy!
Close: Do you want to be truly happy?
· If you are a Christian, make sure you are right with God! Being at peace with your Maker can bring you much joy and happiness (Psalm 16:8-9, Colossians 1:19-20)

· If you are not a Christian, become one today! You want to be truly happy with everlasting joy, be born again, having your sins washed all away in baptism (Matthew 18:1-4)! Become that little innocent, pure, and naturally happy child of God!
